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TO THE EDITOR. 
Cincinnati, February 23, 1824, 


Dear Sin,—A few weeks since, a friend of mine, who is a receivey 
of the New Church doctrines, handed me a book of sermons of very 
ancient date, which accidentally fell into his hands. Were it in my 
power, not only yourself, but all Christian men and women should be 
possessed of this ancient volume of evidence ; but as this is impossi- 
ble, [have done all that it is practicable for me to do, by communica- 
ting to you the title of the book, and a few short extracts. I send 
the title page, verbatim et hteratim: 

“ The Gospel Treasury Opened : or the Holyest of all unvailing : 
discovering yet more the riches of grace and glory to the vessels of 
mercy; unto whom only it is given to know the mysteries of that 
kingdom, and the excellency 


spirit, letter, 
of < power, >.above < forms, 
truth, shadows : 


In several sermons preached at- Kensington and elsewhere; by John 
Everard, D. D. deceased. The second edition very much enlarged. 
Whereunto is added, &c. &c. works translated, &e. by Dr. Everard, 
&c.” 

1 Cor. v. 6. Who also hath made us able ministers of the New 
Testament, not of the Letter, but of the Spirit: for the letter killeth, 
but the spirit giveth life. Verse 10. For even that which was made 
glorious, had no glory in this respect, by reason of the glory that ex- 
celleth. 1 Cor. ii. 6. Howbeit, we speak wisdom among them that 
are perfect, even the hidden wisdom of God in a mystery. London, 
printed for Benj. Clark, in George Yard, in Lombard-street, 1679.” 

The following are extracts from his sermon, on the words, “ have 
salt in yourselves.” 

“ Beloved, take knowledge of this, that the King of Glory is in 
you already: As when Elisha and his servant were environed 
round about with enemies, the mountains round the city full of cha- 
riots and armed men, his servant was afraid ; but Elisha comforts him, 
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and tells him there was no cause of fear; for they had more with 
them to preserve and defend them, than there was to offend and de- 
stroy them; for, saith he, there is round about us chariots and horse- 
men for our defence: Elisha’s eyes were open, and he saw them pre- 
sent ; but his servant’s were shut, and therefore he could not see them, 
although as near to him as to his master. Then Elisha prayed (saith 
the text) that his servant’s eyes might be opened, and immediately it 
was so; and then he also saw the chariots and horsemen, and fire 
round about them to defend them. They were there before he saw 
them, and his not seeing them, did not make them not there. So 
Christ, doth not then come into the soul, when thou first seest him 
there, when he works in thee as to thy sight and feeling, when he 
lives in thee; but then you come to know him, and see him there. 
And then ye come to know ye are no reprobates, because he dwells 
in you working, apparently to your sight and feeling. For if you 
were reprobates, yea devils, yea, and the blackest devils in hell, yet 
he is in you. No place, no creature can exclude him. The earth 
and heavens, yea the heaven of heavens cannot contain him; no, 
nor exclude him, nor is he any more in the highest gloriousest hea- 
ven, than he is in the lowest hell, than he is in the very prince of 
devils. But this they know not, they cannot see him in them, they 
are not able to see that he acts in them, and by them, but they think 
they act, live, and work by their own power, thinking that they fulfil 
only their own wills, their own malice, and do what they please ; but 
they and we (who agree with them) are both deceived. 

“ For this also indeed is the very devil in man, viz. this very dis- 
position, when he arrogates to himself the wisdom, power, or glory 
of God; for all wisdom, power and glery, and all good, is all and 
alone his: (and as I said) if all be his, the creature is deceived to 
think itself hath any, but they 7x whom God lives, they see themselves 
nothings.” | 

In treating this subject, under the first division of it, viz., “ What 
salt is,”’ he says, “ Christ saith, in the verse before my text, that 
every one shall be salted with fire, and every sacrifice shall be salted 
with salt. We must first find what fire is, and then we shall know 
what salt is. This fire, without all doubt, is Christ himself, and that 
very properly, as you may see he is so called, Isaiah x. 17. “ The 
light of Israel shall be for a fire, and his Holy One for a flame; and 
it shall burn and devour his thorns in one day.” The nature of fire is 
to burn: Fire cannot burn itself; take notice of that, fire cannot 
burn fire, but all things else it will burn, and consume: So doth 
Christ ; he is that fire that burns up all our works, all whatsoever is 
of man’s building, and whatsoever is not of himself, and his own 
work 1x us, all else he consumes, and annihilates. The light of Israel 
shall be for a fire, and his Holy One for a flame: it shall burn and 
devour his thorns and his briers in one day. Know this, the more 
sin the more fire, the greater burning ; the more sia the more fuel, 
the more matter for the fire; the more sin the more treasuring up 
of wrath, against that day when the ewrath of God shall be revealed 
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by fire, Mal. iii. 2. Who may abide the day of his coming, and who 
shall stand when he appeareth, for he is like refiners’ fire, and like 
fullers’ soap. Then Christ is this fire, and let me tell you, this burn- 
ing and consuming is for your good ; it is that out of the ashes of the 
old man, which must be burnt up, you may have a new life, a new 
resurrection. Examine thyself, hath this fire burnt up all thy works, 
not only gross and external wickednesses, but hath it burnt up all thy 
secret sins, all thy beloved and darling lusts; hath it cut off thy hands 
and feet, and pulled out thy right eye? Hath it consumed thy young 
men, as the prophet speaks? Nay, hath it burnt up the orp Hea- 
vens, and the oip earth, that so ye may enjoy a new heaven anda 
new earth. 2 Pet. iii. 7. Nay, further, let me ask thee, hath it thrown 
all thy gods into the fire 2 Hath it burnt up all thy idols ? If it hath, 
yet I tell ye, this burning is not unto death, but unto life, as Christ 
said of Lazarus, this sickness is not unto death ; but be sure, that as 
the Lord Jesus Christ burneth up and destroyeth, so he remakes and 
raiseth up again ; and as he woundeth, so he healeth and maketh alive 
again. J wound and I heal saith the Lord. 


The following is from one of four Sermons on Joshua, xv. 16, 17. 


“ If the literal scriptures were the Word of God, why doth the Holy 
Ghost so often say “ he that hath ears to hear, let him hear? And 
why doth the F:ophet Isaiah say, that hearing they may hear and not 
understand, and seeing they might see and not perceive? Make the 
heart of this people fat, their ears dull, and their eyes heavy, lest 
they should see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and under- 
stand with their hearts, aid be converted, and I should heal them: 
This is spoken not in regard of those that are ignorant, but of those 
that are very knowing, and very much conceited of their much know- 
ing ; and yet their knowledge and gifts, and precise holiness according 
to the letter, is but a stumbling block, and an »ecasien of their falling, 
death, and destruction ; and thus to know all things is but to be ig- 
norant of all things: And God accounts these knowing men among 
the number of those the world accounts the only profane; and he 
esteems them farther off the kingdom of God than thieves and harlots ; 
and saith that these shall go into heaven before them: and therefore 
Christ himself sooner conversed with publicans and harlots, and pre- 
fered them still before them, as knowing there was more hope to work 
upon them, than upon these great, conceited, puffed up professors.” 

“ Beloved, the Word of God is secret, subtil, pure, high, holy, heaven- 
ly, powerful, quickening, spiritualising’; but the letter is not only dead 
in all these regards, but killing and destructive in that sense formerly ex- 
expressed. If you live and die with this Word, it will do you no good; I 
mean the letter of the \\ ord, and the grammatical, external sense, which 
these men call the Word of God. Yet I tell ye, all this is nothing, though 
you have it exactly by heart, that you have it as ready at your fingers’ 
ends, to apply it on all occasions, as the devil himself, yet this can be 
of no service to God, nor profit to you; this is but bodily labour, and 
bodily exercise, (as the apostle calls it.) which profiteth nothing: This 
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is but the flesh, this is but man’s teaching : the spirit of it, the worp of 
God [Debir] you never yet found: But yet (as I said) let us not say 
if the spirit be all, then what do we with the letter ? Let us then cast it 
away. No, no, by no means ; the /etter is of use to regulate the flesh, 
and to prescribe and direct the outward man in bodily exercises : But 
I say it teaches not, nor feeds not the inward man, and the heart. 
That must be that bread which the Father giveth, which comes down 
from heaven: ’Tis not neither Moses, nor the knowledge of the whole 
law, nor of all the Scriptures, can give us that bread; as Christ saith, 
John'vi. 32, 33, Verily verily, Moses gave them not that bread from 
heaven: but my Father giveth you the bread from heaven ; for the 
bread of God is He which cometh down from heaven, and giveth life 
to the world.” 

And yet this is that I advise still, be sure to maintain the letter of 
the Word undefiled, untouched, uncorrupted. Let his tongue cleave to, 
and for ever rot in his mouth, that goes about to abrogate the /etter ; 
for without the letter you cannot have the spirit.” 


26 @One 


ORINIONS OF SEVERAL EMINENT MEN RESPECTING SWEDENBORG AND 
HIS WRITINGS. 


Senator Count Hopken, (deceased,) a nobleman of the first rank, 
and many years prime minister to the king of Sweden, writing to a 
friend concerning our said author, expresses himself in the following 
remarkable terms : 

“ The present religion is mystical, and filled with paradoxes; it is 
as incoherent and unreasonable as if formed for cattle, and not for 
rational men :—agreeable to its prevailing tenets, you may perpetrate 
any villanies, even assassinate a king, and yet be saved. The doc- 
trine of the Priests is Polytheism. ‘They assert that one has created 
the world, and another religion ; they make all to depend upon faith 
and momentary salvation. But the doctrine taught by Swedenborg 
is the most rational of all Christian doctrines, and urges, as its first 
object, to be of good and honest principles. There are two circum- 
stances in the writings of Swedenborg. The first is his revelations ; 
of these I cannot judge, not having had any myself, whereby to cdn- 
trol his assertions, either to affirm or contradict them; but they cannot 
appear more extraordinary than the Apocalypse of John, and other 
similar relations contained in the Bible. The second is his Tenets of 
Doctrine. . Of these I can judge. They are excellent, irrefutable, 
and the best that ever were taught, promoting the happiest social life. 
J know that Swedenborg has related his visions bona fide. Iasked 
him once why he related and published these visions and memorable 
relations, which furnished occasion for throwing so much ridicule on 
bis doctrine, otherwise so rational ; and whether it would not be best 
for him to keep them to himself, and not publish them to the world ! 
But he answered, that he had orders from the Lord to publish 
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them; and that those who might ridicule him on that account 
would do him injustice. For, says he, why should I, who am a 
man in years, render myself ridiculous for phantasies and false- 
hoods. 1 have sometimes told the king, that if ever a new colony 
were to be formed, no religion could be better, as the prevailing and 
established one, than that of Swedenborg, and this on the two follow- 
ing accounts. 

“ 1st. This religion in preference, and in a higher degreethan any 
other, must produce the most honest and industrious subjects ; for 
this religion places properly the worship of God in usEs. 

“‘ Qdly. It causes the least fear of DEATH, as this religion regards 
death merely as a transition from one state to another, from a worse 
to a better situation; nay, upon his principles, as being hardly of any 
greater moment than drinking a glass of water. I have been con- 
vinced of the truth of Swedenborg’s doctrines from these arguments 
in particular, viz. That one is the author of every thing, and not a 
separate person the cREATOR, and another the author of reli- 
gion ; that there are degrees in every thing, and these subsisting to 
eternity. The history of creation is unaccountable, unless explained 
in the spiritual sense. We may form two ideas of the spiritual life, 
either such as our clergymen represent it, or else that it is analo- 
gous to this life; that is to say, that they think, speak, walk, sit, eat, 
drink, clothe themselves, travel, and converse in the same manner as 
here—that every thing there is similar to the present state, only 
that it is spiritual and substantial. A person of enlightened un- 
derstanding, who dares to think at liberty, soon finds the former opin- 
ion to be absurd, and the latter at least probable. We may say of the 
religious tenets of Swedenborg (derived as they are from the Sacred 
writings) with Gamaliel: If they be from God, they will remain, for 
this I have perceived, that the works of men never remain, but sooner 
or later fall.” ; 





Marquis pe Tuome, of Paris, a nobleman not less distinguished 
by his profound erudition, than by his rank and birth, writes in a let- 
ter to his friend, as follows : | 

“ Report, sir, has not misinformed you in regard to my having con- 
ceived the greatest liking and attachment to the New Revelation. 
No one is more intimately convinced, that the writings of your coun- 
tryman, Swedenborg, are truly derived from the Lord, for the bene- 
fit of man, born and unborn, for the instruction of the New Church, 
and for the establishment of the kingdom of Jesus Christ on earth to 
eternity. As to the good opinion you have formed of the French 
nation, I venture, for my own part, to believe, that you judge right, 
and that the Roman Catholics will be the first to receive the truths 
which the Lord has been pleased to reveal unto us by means of his 
servant, in the same manner as the English will be the first among 
the Protestant nations. 








366 CONTROVERSIAL. 


he 








Extract of a letier from a German Prelate. 


“ By the Lord’s divine mercy | was brought to read the writings of 
Swedenborg, and I had hardly gone through one treatise, before my 
whole heart was seized with the greatest affection and surprise. On 
one side I saw the traces of divinity in these writings, as clearly as 
those which appear in the epistles of the Apostles ; and on the other 
side I was very sensible of the great opposition, hatred, and ridicule 
with which many of our countrymen attack this chosen servant of the 
Lord, and the blessed truths which the Lord has been pleased to 
reveal through him. My uneasiness was from a fear that the end and 
utility which the Lord designed by these writings, might be lost to 
my fellow-Christians, out of a foolish zeal and stubborn prejudice, 
especially of those who ought to guide the rest to the love of good- 
ness and truth. My grief afterwards abated at the comparison | 
thought I might make between the people of the Jewish Church at 
the Lord’s first advent, and of this present Church, at his second 
coming. In the presence of the Lord, and upon my conscience, I 
assert, that after the Holy Word, I never read any thing so divine. 
Innumerable are these beautiful truths, these sublime doctrines of 
love, leading to a heavenly life in an illuminated faith in the Lord. 
It surpasses all human thought and wish, that the Lord can be so 
merciful, precisely in a time when darkness and evil prevail. This 
is the second revelation of the Lord in all its glory, promised by him- 
self. Inconceivable indeed, it is, that men condemn what they do 
not know or understand, although the only thing that could save 
them in this time of corruption.” 


<3 ge 
BANKS’ LETTER 


TO STEPHEN COX, OF THE SOCIETY OF FRIENDS. 


(Concluded from page 342.) 


« The Sacred Scriptures afford many sad instances of the mischief 
that hath arisen from this delusive teaching of spirits, when their in- 
jections have not been brought to some certain test or criterion ; and 
there is none to which we can bring them, but that divine revela- 
tion given us in the written Woxp. This is the law and the testimony ; 
and if they speak not according to the Worp, they are to be rejected. 
Had Mr.-B. tried all his principles by this rule, his book would not 
have teemed with so many errors as it does; for though I have confin- 
ed my remarks principally to two of them, yet his notions of minor 
importance, are, many of them, equally exceptionable ; which shows 
how inefficient learning and talents are, of themselves, to form the 
Christian character. Learning and talents he certainly had; and 
from a natural sagacity peculiar to himself, hath made many per- 
tinent remarks and judicious observations on the many foibles and 
follies that have, in different ages, influenced the lives and doctrines 














BANKS’ LETTER. 367 





— ——— 


of many professors of Christianity. On the other hand, how lament- 
able that he could not see how he himself was adding a great number 
of links to that ponderous chain of errors, which has desolated by its 
falses and evils, the otherwise fair fabric of the Christian Church. 
This Church would have undoubtedly retained its native beauty, 
had it continued to acknowledge in life and doctrine, the true order of 
divine and spiritual influx, which appears to be this, in all its clear- 
ness : 

“ First, That Jehovah assumed the humanity, m the womb of the 
virgin mother, as a medium of conveying his divine love and wisdom 
into the soul of man, by which he might be eternally saved and blessed. 
Secondly—the letter of the Worp was given as a medium of convey- 
ing to the soul of man all that orderly chain of truths and goodnesses 
with which its sprritual and celestial senses ab. “nd, which is the real 
divinity of the Worp, and which is declared to be Jehovah himself. 
Thirdly, as a consequence of the above, the body of man is a medium 
by and through which the thoughts and affections of the soul are con- 
veyed to the beloved objects o: ‘his world; and when the uses for 
which it was given are accomplished, being itself formed of earthly 
substances, it returns again to its mother earth, with which it becomes 
incorporated, and is never reassumed by the soul. Thus the doctrine 
of a natural resurrection, is seen to be unsupported by reason or Re- 
velation. 

“ Mr. Barclay raises an objection against the Scriptures, as the rule 
of life, from the case of infants, idiots, the deaf, the blind, and the 
heathen. This objection I would gladly endeavour to remove, but it 
would swell this letter beyond due bounds. I must, therefore, forbear, 
with an assurance that it can be demonstrated, to the natural mind, 
that the Scriptures are the only means of conveying divine and spiri- 
tual light to every soul on this globe ; and should you feel a desire to 
obtain further information on this, or any other subject relating to the 
important concerns of a future world, you may be fully gratified by 
applying to the writings of that highly favoured servant of the Lord, 
Emanuel Swedenborg, which will always be at your service, whenever 
you favour me with a call, and from which, I freely acknowledge I 
have derived every religious sentiment I now possess. 

“ It is a general observation, that when a man attempts to set up a 
false theory, he must have recourse to many shifts and artifices to 
make it hang together, so as to give it a plausible appearance. It has 
long been my opinion, that when an author sets himself up as the head 
or supporter of a sect, he will first select every passage to be found in 
the letter of Scripture, that seems favourable to his purpose; while 
those which seem to oppose his scheme, he strains out of their spiritual 
form, torturing them, as far as possible, into his own channel by some 

rversion, for which his ingenuity has been racked. 

“‘ Mr. Barclay appears to have been an adept at this species of eva- 
sion ; take the following examples : Speaking of studied or premedita- 
ted preaching, he says, it is at variance with our Lord’s instructions to 


bis disciples when he ordered them not to premeditate, but promised 
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to give them § in that hour,’ what they should say. Now there is no 
such passage in the Evangelist, as it respects preaching. Again, on 
the subject of Psalmody, he says, “ Stated psalm-singing hath no 
countenance, from either precept or example, in the whole New Testa- 
ment.’ But no reader of the Gospel is ignorant that our Lord sung 
hymns with bis disciples, or that St. Paul advises all who are merry, 
to sing psalms. 

“ T will now, by way of conclusion, present you with a few facts, in 
order to show how delusive is this teaching of the Spirit, on which so 
mucli dependence is placed by most of your denomination. A certain 
preacher of your sect called at my house, in Plattakill, one Sabbath 
morning, at which time I was instructing my children in the reading of 
the Bible. When this was done, he began, in an indirect manner, to 
express his opinion of the Scriptures. He appeared to be afraid that I 
or my children should think too highly of them; and, in his zeal, as- 
serted, that all the difference betwixt the Bible and the History of 
England, was, that one was a history of the Lord’s dealings with his 
people, and the other was a history of that beautiful island: But both 
were equally history, and therefore the Holy Spirit was the only safe 
and sufficient rule ! 

“¢ Another case was, an aged member and preacher of your sect was 
once accused of practising a fraud upon one of his neighbours, with 
which the latter upbraided him ; and though the fact-was proved, he 
denied the guilt, by saying he felt no condemnation for what he had 
done! The other retorted, by saying that a man might be in such a 
State as to feel no remorse for any thing; but that he had certainly 
violated the Scripture rule, of doing as he would be done by. To 
which the offender replied, that the Scriptures were not the rule to 
judge by; but, 7f the Monitor within brought no condemnation, or 
accusation, he was clear! He then added, that if he should commit 
murder, and feel no condemnation in his own mind, tt would not be 
imputed to him as a crime! ‘This conversation I heard, and can 
prove it by living witnesses. I merely state it to convince you of the 
danger of indulging in this dreadful phantasy. Had this unhappy man 
been in the practice of testing his actions by the Scripture rule, he 
would, certainly, have thought and acted better. These two men are 
both living and still in the profession of teaching the way to heaven. 
I leave you to judge of their qualifications. 

“© My next relation is much more pleasant, and equally conclusive. 
Dr. Heaton, of Plattakill, a gentleman whom you no doubt very well 
know, (and I mention him with more pleasure as he is justly esteemed 
in his own, and other societies, for his practical piety and labours of 
love,) told me, in my house, when I lived in Plattakill, that he had long 
since discarded from his mind all ideas of a trinity of divine persons, 
together with the doctrine of the atonement ; but he had not got any 
thing in their stead, till he obtained it from the writings of the New-Je- 
rusalem Church. Now, I would entreat you to look at this impartially : 
There is Adna Heaton, and Robert Barclay, both men of high stand- 
ing, and both popular teachers in your sect—both professing to be un- 
der the immediate teaching of the Holy Spirit, and yet bringing forth 

















BANKS’ LETTER. 369 








_—— = —— 


doctrines as opposite as light and darkness ; one discarding the pre» 
vailing idea of the atonement, as absurd and improbable ; the other 
professing a determination to exalt and magnify it. Now, sir, you 
must either frankly admit that these two men were under the influence of 
different spirits, or you must suppose the Holy Spirit teaches different 
doctrine to different men; or else you are reduced to the hard necessi- 
ty of charging the Holy Spirit with teaching both truth and falsehood, 
which would be blasphemy. 

“A fourth, and the last case I shall mention, is this: It is well 
known that what first procured your sect the name of tremblers or 
quakers, was a tremulous agitation of body in their worshipping as 
semblies ; more especially among those who stood up to preach. Mr. 
Barclay considers. this as a distinguishing privilege of the society, and 
a powerful effort of the Holy Spirit, to collect the wandering thoughts 
and affections of the society, and place them on proper objects. Now, 
this peculiarity, so essential in Mr. Barclay’s time, has entirely ceased, 
and | would ask you how you account for it? Is the Holy Spirit be- 
come more remiss as it respects your sect ? Or are the people become 
so incorrigible as not to be capable of amendment? Or, what other rea- 
son will you give? Although I think I possess a knowledge of the 
cause why this convulsive motion has ceased, I forbear to give it ; but 
will say something as to the period of time in which this remarkable 
change took place. Though I have no information on this subject from 
the Society, or otherwise, yet, from an important change having taken 
place in the Spiritual world in the year of our Lord, 1757-58, I con- 
clude that one of its visible effects was the suspension of that bodily 
shaking which previously characterized your preachers. I therefore give 
it as an opinion, that this suspension took place at or very soon after 
that period. This might be easily ascertained from the aged members 
of your sect; and if it prove to be the fact it may serve to convince 
you that the shaking alluded to proceeded from causes entirely distinct 
from any influence of the Holy Spirit. 

‘‘ But, to conclude, there is not a sect in Christendom but what pro- 
fesses to be under the teaching of the Holy Spirit; though they do 
not separate His teaching from His holy written Won», as the Quakers 
do. Under the ideal influence of such teaching, the Church of Rome 
persecuted the Protestants; and the high Church party, in England, 
persecuted the Dissenters ; and these same Dissenters, when settled in 
New-England, under the same delusion, persecuted the Quakers. ‘The 
Calvinists profess the same teaching, when they limit and confine the 
Divine mercy to a select few, while all the rest of mankind are con~ 
signed to a slaughter-house. ‘The Methodists, too, profess the teaching 
of the Spirit, when they storm and stamp, and tumble on the ground ; 
while the Quakers, under che teaching of the Spirit, sit in their meet- 
ing-houses, hours together, without saying a word. And so, witha 
solemn appeal to your better judgment, whether all this can be true, I 
subscribe myself your ever well-wisher, both for time and eternity, 


y 
“JAMES BANKS.” 





Newburgh, Jan. 2, 1824. 
Vou. I. 47 
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TO A FRIEND, 


WHO ADDRESSED JAMES BANKS IN MISSIONARY NO. 9. 


ce 








Dear Sir—I have not the pleasure of addressing you by name, as 
this you have thought proper to conceal ; but if you are candid I can 
convince you that I have neither misunderstood nor misrepresented 
Mr. Barclay’s sentiments. I admit, that he has not entered into a de- 
fence of a trinity of persons in the Godhead ; for on the subject of 
Derry he writes with much caution and ambiguity. But speaking of 
the office or business of Christ on earth, he says, “ it was to make 
a purchase.” In another place he says, “ it was to make satisfac- 
tion ;” and in another place, “ to make an atonement.” And so tena- 
cious is he of this doctrine of atonement, that he expresses his determi- 
nation to “ support, to exalt, and to magnify it.” I wish I had the 
* ApoLocy ” at hand, that I might refer you to these, and many other 
places, where his reasoning is entirely incompatible with the divine 
unity. 

Now let us take a look at this reasoning, in the case of purchase. 
The old proverb is, “ it requires wo to make a bargain,” and it would 
be ridiculous to suppose a person could make a purchase from himself. 
On the subject of satisfaction, who do you suppose demanded it? Is 
it not clear that, in Mr. Barclay’s views, there must. have been some 
other person, or being, who had received an injury, or offence, which 
could not be forgiven, and therefore satisfaction must be made? In 
regard to the notion of atonement, which Mr. B. is so desirous to sup- 
port, I have given a sufficient sketch of it in my former letter ; and it is 
entirely impossible to look at it in any light but that of embracing a 

lurahty of Gods. ‘Therefore Mr. Barclay must have been either 
Trinitarian, Socinian, or Jew. If he believed that Christ was a God, 
he was a Trinitarian, for it is evident he did not consider him as the 
only God of heaven and earth. If he considered him a man merely, 
then he is a Socinian at best. Whatever character he may sustain, 
that of Christian, in the true sense of that word, does not apply to 
him ; for he neither acknowledges the exclusive Divinity of our Lord, 
nor the sanctity and all-sufficiency of his Worp, which are the two 
grand pillars on which the true Christian Church ever did and ever 
must stand. 

I have not read any Quaker author of eminence except Barclay ; but 
from the extracts you have given from Mr. Penn it appears he had 
Sagacity enough to see that a trinity of divine persons is impossible ; 
but not spiritual illumination sufficient to show him the mode and man- 
ner of the Divine Existence. Nor do | know of any person in your 
society, either public or private, who hath, at any time, declared it as 
his unshaken belief, that our blessed Lord and Redeemer is the only 
object of the true Christian’s worship, though He is the Rock of ages, 
on which every member of the Lord’s New Church builds his faith 
and hope. Yours respectfully. 

P Newburgh, March 13, 1824, James Banxs. 
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UNIVERSALISM. 
From the Gospel Herald of November 22, 1323. 


(Continued from our last number, page 344.) 


23. Mr. W. in his first paragraph, says, ‘ We have already shown that every 
man has kept them [the commandments, } who loves the Lord and his neighbour in 
the manner required ; and that every one does so love, who has passed from death 
unto life.’ Setting aside the pretensions of Pharisees, we never yet saw the man 
who loved his God supremely, and his neighbour as himself. Mr. W. will have to 
show that love to our neighbour consists in consigning him to his endless hell. Mr. 
W. asks, ‘Why were the commandments given to men, ‘ in this mode of being? ’ 
&c. We answer—Ninety-nine of an hundred of all the human race, ‘ in this mode 
of being,’ never received or heard of the commandments. This fact is a sufficient 
answer for the present; to say nothing of God’s purpose to write his law in the 
hearts of men, in another mode of being. Mr. W. however, would answer for us, 
and says, ‘Perhaps Mr. F. will answer that Christ kept them for us in our room 
and stead,’ &c. Now, perhaps Mr. F. will not answer any such thing! Perhaps 
Mr. W.’s HALLELUJAH ‘ was dragged in head and shoulders,’ in this place. Mr, 
W. tries hard to back out, and would accommodate us with premises which he 
conceives to be vulnerable. 

«23. Mr. W. asserts the truth, in his second paragraph, saying, ‘ God does not 
mock his children by giving them laws without giving them, also, the power to ob- 
serve and obey them,’ But, lamentable to add, he denies the efficacy of God’s 
power, and contends that many will be ‘ for ever miserable.’ This is a palpable 
contradiction. Now we believe and teach, that the law of life which is in Christ 
Jesus, shall, in God’s own time, make all men free from the law of sin and death. 

«24. Sir. W. in his third paragraph interrogates ‘ What does our Lord mean 
by saying, that ‘ whosoever shall do and teach [the commandments] the same 
shall be called great inthe kingdom of heaven?’ If no one can do this, why was 
the assertion made?’ Answer Our Lord meant what he said. The doer would 
be great, for he would do great things; something more than Christ’s im- 
mediate disciples done. Quere Was Christ guilty of impropriety in address- 
ing this saying to them? Christ also said, ‘If ye have faith as a grain of mus- 
tard seed, ye shall say to this mountain, Remove hence, to yonder place, and it 
shall remove ; nothing shall be impossible unto you.’ (Matt. xvii. 20.) Pray, sir, 
‘ Why was this assertion made ?? Whocando this? Not Christ’s disciples ; for 
the declaration was made to them, to teach them their littleness.” 


REMARKS. 


(Continued from our last number, page 947.) 


66. In his twenty-second paragraph, Mr. Fitz says, “ Setting aside 
the pretensions of Pharisees, we never yet saw the man who loved 
his God supremely, and his neighbour as himself.” How does 
Mr. F. know that he never saw such a man? The same Word of God 
which says, “ judge not,” furnishes many instances of this love, and 
gives us no reason to doubt that it may exist at this day. What does 
the apostle John mean by perfect love 2? Did this only exist in the 
pretensions of Pharisees? He says, “He that dwelleth in love, 
dwelleth in God, and God in him. Herein is our ove made perfect.” 
“ Perfect love casteth out fear, 1 John, iv. 16, 17,18.” If this be- 
loved disciple of the blessed Saviour wrote from experience, the want 
of a similar experience in Mr. Fitz, will hardly invalidate his testimo- 
ny in favour of our position, that many a man has * loved his God 
supremely, and his neighbour as himself.” In another place he says, 
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“Whoso keepeth the Word, in him verily is the love of God per- 
ected.” 

a 67. Mr. F. once kindly cautioned us against the danger of playing 
with infinities ; and we are happy to return the favour, by cautioning 
him against playing with perfections. ‘The apostle assures us that there 
is such a thing as perfect love among men “in this mode of being,” 
although Mr. Fitz says he never saw it; and perfect love must include 
God and our neighbour. ‘ Love is the fulfilling of the law.” The 
Psalmist says, “ Ye that love the Lord hate evil ;” and again, “ The 
Lord'preserveth all them that love him.” But Mr. F. never saw a 
man (setting aside the pretensions of Pharisees) that loved the Lord. 
Jonathan loved David “as his own soul.’’ Was he a Pharisee ? What 
a pity it is that Mr. F.’s experience always runs directly counter to the 
positive testimony of Scripture. 

68. Mr. Fitz once asserted that “ no man, Christ excepted, ever kept 
the commandments of God, in this mode of being.” We then in- 
quired “ why were the commandments given to men in this mode of 
being ?” Mr. F. answers, “ Ninety-nine of an hundred of all the hu- 
man race ‘ in this mode of being,’ never received, or heard of the com- 
mandments. ‘This fact (he adds) is a sufficient answer for the pre- 
sent; to say nothing of God’s purpose to write his law in the hearts of 
men, ‘in another mode of being.’ We shall take the liberty of quoting 

li ne from Shakspear : 





** This is no answer, thou unfeeling man.” 


The fact assumed is entirely destitute of proof, and the divine “ pur- 
pose” alluded to, never existed, except in the inventive imagination of 
Mr. Fitz. The truth is, there is no nation or individual on the face of 
the whole earth, but what has received (in some form or other) every 

recept of the decalogue which respects the doctrine of life ; nay, man- 
sind have never been destitute of such knowledge since such know- 
ledge became necessary to their happiness. Centuries before the birth 
of Moses, every one knew it was right to honour parents, and to re- 
frain from murder, adultery, theft, calumny, and covetousness ; “ and 
if there be any other commandment (says the apostle) it is briefly com- 
prehended in this saying, namely, “ Thou shalt love thy neighbour as 
thyself.” Rom. xiii. 9. All are in possession of these truths, and all 
who reduce them to practice by a life of obedience, according to the 
degree of illumination they are in, are successfully working out their 
salvation, “ These having not the [written] law, are a law to them- 
selves,” says the same apostle, in speaking of the Gentiles. Pharaoh, 
king of Egypt, was seriously alarmed because he had inadvertently 
been on the point of taking the wife of Abram to his bed, under the 
impression that she was unmarried, and might be legally espoused. In 
his expostulation with Abram, he says, “why saidst thou she is 
my sister? so I might have taken her to me to wife.” A similar oc- 
currence is twice recorded of Abimelech, king of Gerar ; and when 
Joseph was tempted by the wife of Potiphar, he said, “ how can I do 
this great wickedness, and sin against God ?” But all these events oce 
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curred several hundred years before the Israelites heard it proclaimed 
from Mount Sinai, amidst thunders, lightnings, earthquakes, and the 
sound of a trumpet—“ ‘Thou shalt not commit adultery.” God never 
left the most ignorant of his creatures without a law, and such a law as 
they all had power to obey. 

69. With respect to the divine “ purpose ” alluded to by Mr. Fitz, we 
shall merely observe that God never promised to write his law in the 
hearts of men, “ ix another mode of existence.” It is one of Mr. F.’s 
‘‘ round assertions,’’ not susceptible of proof. 

70. In his twenty-third paragraph, speaking of that faith which can 
remove mountains, Mr. F. asks “ Who can do this?” We answer, 
every man can, and every man does “‘ remove mountains,” who pos- 
sesses that genuine “faith which worketh by love ;” and if Mr. F. 
has never yet removed the mountains of self-/ove, and the love of the 
world, from his own bosom, we shall be compelled to question the po- 
tency of his faith, as well as the truth of his doctrine. Our Lord says, 
“ Greater works than these shall ye do.” 

71. Let us examine the signs of a true and genuine faith, as enume- 
rated by the blessed Redeemer himself, after his resurrection, and after 
he had said, “ all power is given unto mg, in heaven and in earth.” 
He says, “ These signs shall follow them that believe ; in my NAMB 
shall they cast out devils ; they shall speak with new tongues ; they 
shall take up serpents ; and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall 
not hurt them ; they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall re- 
cover.” Mark xv. 17, 18. 

72. Will Mr. Fitz exclaim, here, also, “ Who can do this?” Who 
can cast out devils ; speak with new tongues; handle venomous ser- 
pents with impunity; drink deadly poisons without injury; and cure 
diseases with a touch? We again answer, every man can acquire the 
power of doing all these things ; and every man whose faith is genuine, 
does, daily, actually perform all these miracles. Perhaps we cannot 
more usefully conclude this article, than by giving a brief illustration 
of the above passage in a few extracts from the sermons of the Rev. 
John Clowes, Rector of St. John’s, Manchester, England. 

73. After proving that the above words were not intended to be con- 
fined to the early times of the Gespel, but are to be considered as an in- 
fallible mark and test of true faith amongst Christians in all ages and 
places, without exception, he proceeds to explain the nature of each 
particular sign, as characteristic of the true believer. He then gives 
the Scripture doctrine of the existence and nature of devils, and pro- 
ceeds as follows : 

74. “ Whether we speak of evil, of hell, or the devil, it is the same 
thing, inasmuch as it is not possible they should ever be separated or 
eS asunder. There cannot therefore be mentioned a single bad passion, 

ust, or affection of man’s heart, but what is influenced by, and in con- 
nexion with, the devil, or the spirits of darkness. Are we proud? are 
we covetous ? are we wrathful? are we sensual ? are we impatient ? 
do we hate and despise our neighbours? do we love ourselves better 
than others ? do we love this world and the flesh better than God and 
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his righteousness f are we envious, malicious, liars, adulterers, blas- 
phemers, or the slaves of any other unchristian affection? We cannot 
have a surer proof, whilst we delight in such things, that our hearts are 
one with our great adversary, and that he dwelleth in us, and ruleth us 
by the spirit of his abominations.” 

75. * It is an essential character to true Gospel faith, that it worketh 
by love ; Galat. v. 6. and love, we are assured by our Lord, consisteth in 
keeping the commandments ; John xiv. 21, 23—and the great law of 
the commandments is, to depart from evil—Job xxviii. 28. Psalm 
xxxiv. 13, 14—and to depart from evil, is to depart from, to renounce, 
and to cast out devils, inasmuch as we have just now shown, evil and 
the devil are one, and therefore if evil be cast out, by renouncing and 
departing from it, the devi/ must needs be cast out at the same time.” 

76. * Consider well, and digest thoroughly, in your hearts, this essen- 
tial sign and character of a true and saving faith, ‘In my name they shall 
cast out devils.’ Learn to reduce this into practice: believe and be 
persuaded that devi/s, or evil spirits, dwell in every evil, lawless, and 
unsanctified affection and lust: make it habitual to you to examine 
yourselves, and search out in your hearts such lusts and affections; 
consider every desire and thought of your minds, whether it be accord- 
ing to the love of God and your neighbour, or contrary thereto ; if it 
be contrary thereto, then assure yourselves it is from the devil, and 
that the spirits of darkness are therein: here then begin with setting 
up the standard of a divine faith; here enlist yourselves under the 
banner of Jesus Christ ; here take unto you the whole armour of God 3 
here approve yourselves faithful soldiers by fighting the good fight of 

faith; for by this will it be clearly seen whether your faith is of God 
and a true faith, or whether it is of yourselves only, that is, no faith 
at all. 

77. “If it be of yourselves only, it will leave you the slaves and ser- 
vants of sin and concupiscence, and you will attain to no dominion over 
evil, because you will make no resistance thereto ; but if it be of God, that 
is, of Jesus Christ, you will be enabled, through this high and holy 
name, to overcome all evil; you will gain the victory over every selfish, 
sensual, worldly, and sinful affection, that is contrary to the pure love 
of the Lord and of your neighbour ; by charity you will conquer and 
cast out all malice and hatred, by humility you will cast out pride, by 
contentedness you will cast out covetousness, by meekness wrath, by 
mercy unmercifulness, by the love of God the love of yourselves and 
of this world ; you will thus sit with Jesus Christ on his throne; you 
will have power and dominion from him over all your enemies; you 
will, in short, cast out devils, and be convinced thereby to your ever- 
lasting comfort, that you are true followers of the Lamb ; thusthrough 
the omnipotent power of him who loveth you, ye will be enabled, 
sooner or later, to join in this song of the ever blessed, ‘ Now is come 
salvation and strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the power of 
his Christ, for the accuser of our brethren is cast down, which accused 
them before our God day and night. ” 

78. “ A new tongue is that which speaks from a new heart, and ac- 
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cording to the spirit of a new heart. A new tongue, therefore, is that 
which speaks from God, and under the influence of a divine spirit from 
God, because a new heart is from God, and under the influence of his 
spirit: a new tongue again always speaks the truth, and nothing but 
the truth, because God is truth, and speaking from God, it must of 
necessity speak the truth : a new tongue again speaks no evil, because 
evil is contrary to God, and therefore the tongue which speaks from 
God, cannot possibly speak evil: a new tongue again always speaks 
with a view to edification, because speaking from a heart devoted to 
God, and seeking his glory, it must ever be influenced by some good 
end and design in whatever it speaks: finally, a new tongue ever 
speaks the language of love and charity, of sound wisdom and discre- 
tion; ‘ No corrupt communication proceedeth from it, but that which 
is good to the use of edifying, that it may minister grace unto the bear- 
ers ;’ it is ever obedient to the spirit of God in the heart; it never 
speaks but from and according to the dictates of that spirit ; the tongue 
of the old man, we know, speaks according to and from the spirit of 
the old man, which is his own spirit, and not the Spirit of God ; but 
the tongue of the new man, which is the new tongue, speaks from and 
according to the spirit of the new man, which is the spirit of love and 
wisdom from God ; and therefore all its speech and language, and 
words and discourse, are new, partaking of a new spirit and a new 
quality from God. Let it not however here be understood as if the 
new tongue was always speaking about God and holy things; for if 
occasion requires, it can speak about the things of this world, as well 
as the tongue of the old man ; but then herein is an essential difference 
between the old tongue and the new tongue ; the old tongue speaks 
about the things of this world from a worldly spirit, which is the love 
of this world; whereas the new tongue, when it speaks about worldly 
things, speaks not in and from a worldly spirit, but from a renewed 
spirit, even that spirit which overcometh the world.” 

79. “ A true faith then must of consequence lead every sincere believ- 
er to speak with a new tongue, inasmuch as whoever sincerely renoun- 
ees evil in his heart, because it is contrary to God and his neighbour, he 
receiveth a new heart from God: and whoever hath a new heart, as 
we have just now seen, he must of necessity speak witha new tongue.” 

80. “ From this expression, ‘ they shall take up serpents,’ it must be 
very evident to every considerate and attentive mind, that our Lord, 
by serpents, could never mean real natural serpents, such as we see in 
this natural world ; for according to such meaning, what could be the 
signification of taking up serpents? How could this be any sign of 
true faith? What end could it possibly answer for any one to have this 
sign? How few also would have it in their power to give this testi- 
mony of their faith? Besides, had the Lord here meant real serpents, 
he would surely rather have spoken of treading them down, or of es- 
caping unhurt from them, than of taking them up. 

81. “It must then needs be, that our Lord by serpents, here meant to 
denote some part or principle in the life and constitution of man; and 
that it is the sensual part or principle which is here denoted by ser- 
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pents, will be the most manifest from a right consideration of our 
Lord’s expression in relation thereto, ‘ They shall take up serpents.’ 

82. “ For to take up any thing, signifies to elevate, to exalt, to raise 
from a lower to a higher state ; to take up, in this sense, as applied to 
real serpents, can have little or no meaning ; but when applied to what 
is signified by serpents, viz. the sensual part or principle in the life 
of man, it will then be found to have a meaning full of importance, full 
of holiness, worthy of God to dictate, worthy of man to receive, ex- 
pressive of the real power of a divine faith, and therefore highly pro- 
per to be enumerated amongst the true signs and characters of such a 
faith.” 

83. “ It is the great end of the Gospel not to destroy the sensual 
principle in man, but to save and bless it, by elevating, by exalting, by 
raising or taking it up through the influence of the spiritual principle ; 
and this happy end is effected when man submits his sensual part, 
with all its affections, to the rule and dominion of the spiritual part, 
and its affections. 

84. “ We all know that man’s life consists of many parts or princi- 
ples ; they may, in general, be divided into two; the sensual and the 
spiritual ; the sensual is the lowest and outermost ; the spiritual is the 
higher and innermost. 

85. “ These two parts may be either divided or united ; they are divi- 
ded when man lives a sensual life alone, without living a spiritual life ; 
they are united when man lives at the same time a spiritual life, and 
thereby hath rule and dominion over the sensual life ; when they are 
divided, then the sensual life is hurtful, and brings destruction and con- 
demnation to man, and is in this respect called a serpent, cunning and 
subtle, and poisonous, and creeping on the ground ; but when they are 
united, that is, when spiritual life hath rule and pre-eminence over the 
sensual life, then the sensual life is no longer hurtful ; its poison is taken 
away from it; its cunning and subtlety are made subservient to higher 
wisdom ; it becomes beneficial and blessed to man ; and in this case it 
may be said to be taken up, that is, to be elevated, exalted, and raised 
from a lower to a higher place. 

86. “ As for example—The appetite for eating and drinking is a sen- 
sual appetite, appertaining to the sensual life of man ; if this appetite be 
separated from whut is spiritual, it then becomes hurtful to man; it 
renders man carnal and gluttonous ; it immerses his spirit in abomina- 
ble filthy lusts ; it is thus a poisonous serpent, which deceives and de- 
stroys man ; but if this appetite be placed under the rule and guidance 
of the spiritual principle in man ; if, according to the apostle’s advice, 
man eats.and drinks to the glory of God; if he consults herein the 
dictates of sober reason and religion : in this case the appetite for eat- 
ing and drinking is elevated, it is exalted, it is the serpent taken up, 
and thus it is no longer poisonous and prejudicial, but blessed and pro- 
fitable unto man. 

87. “ And what is here said of eating and drinking, may easily be 
applied to all the other sensual appetites, and is equally true concerning 
them all: whensoever they are separated from what is spiritual, that is 
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from the love and wisdom, the grace and Spirit of God ruling over 
them, directing, regulating, elevating, and blessing them, they are then 
hurtful and deadly ; they are then so many serpents, dragons, and 
poisonous animals, continually raising up their heads, shooting forth 
their fatal stings, and infecting with their deadly venom the spiritual 
and heavenly principles of man’s internal and everlasting life: but 
whensoever, on the contrary, they are brought under the rule and do- 
minion of spiritual life, that is, of the love and wisdom, the grace and 
Spirit of God in man, then their former evil state is totally reversed ; 
through the power of heavenly faith and love, they are then elevated ; 
they no longer look downwards towards the world and the flesh, but 
they look upwards towards God and heaven; they are indeed still 
serpents, but then they are serpents taken up, serpents deprived of 
their poison ; thus they declare and manifest in man the mighty power 
of Jesus Christ, and are continual signs and proofs of that power, in- 
asmuch as none but Jesus Christ, through a divine faith in him, can 
thus raise them up, deprive them of their poison, and make them there- 
by profitable and blessed unto man. 

88. “ It is observable, that our Lord, in describing the fourth sign, 
makes no mention of eating any deadly thing; but only says, “ If 
they drink any deadly thing.” Now, if only mere natural poison 
was here to be understood, there can no reason be assigned, why men- 
tion should not have been made of eating as well as of drinking ; in- 
asmuch as we all know that man’s bodily life may be poisoned and 
destroyed, as well by what he eats, as by what he drinks.” 

89. “ Now spiritual eating hath respect to the will principle in man ; 
spiritual drinking hath respect to the principle of the understanding. 
We all know that man’s mind consists of these two parts or princi- 
ples: but then we do not enough consider what is the proper food and 
nourishment of each ; how the one Aungers, the other thirsts ; the 
one eats, the other drinks; the one receives continually spiritual 
meat, whilst the other as constantly receives spiritual drink. 

90. “ It will be sufficient, however, for our present purpose, to know, 
that drinking hath respect to the principle of the understanding in 
man ; and therefore, when our Lord said, “ If they drink any deadly 
thing it shall not hurt them,” he: meant to allude to the deadly 

isonous things which affect man’s understanding. 

91. “ To drink deadly things, then, is to imbibe or receive those false 
principles and persuasions of evil in our understandings, which are op- 
posite to and destructive of such spiritual life.” 

92. “ Herein, however, is a remarkable difference, well to be attended 
to, in regard to the effect of these deadly poisonous things on differ- 
ent persons. The impenitent and unconverted, who live merely to 
themselves and the world, without any concern about their spiritual 
life; these all drink greedily of the deadly poison ; they receive it in- 
to the very essence of their life ; it there diffuses its fatal influences ; it 
infects and destroys, by degrees, all the principles of the life of heaven, 
which is the true love of God and of their neighbour ; it is to them 
what the Psalmist calls the poison of asps ;”-—Psalm cxl. 3—they he; 
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come dead thereby to all true life, and live merely a sensual, selfish, 
and worldly life, which, in the language of holy Scripture is spiri- 
tual death—Rom. iii. 15—and thus, for want of a true faith in Jesus 
Christ, they are hurt by the deadly thing to the utter destruction of the 
soul and spirit. 

93. “ But it is otherwise with those blessed ones, who, by virtue of a 
true repentance and conversion to the God of heaven, the Lord Jesus 
Christ, have their minds ever open to his salutary influences, and ex- 
perience the preserving and healing power of his Spirit in their own 
hearts and lives. If these even drink the deadly thing, it doth not 
hurt them.* All false principles and persuasions which have admit- 
tance to their minds, all false doctrines, all false opinions, even though 
received for a time, yet lose their poisonous qualities, and are soon cast 
out again. Such true believers are they whom the prophet calls the 
‘sucking child, which should play on the hole of the asp ; and the 
weaned child, which should put his hand on the cockatrice den.’—Isa. 
xi. 8. For, having their souls ever open, by a true faith and good life, 
to the light of truth, which is the light of the love and merey of Jesus 
Christ, and framing their lives accordingly, they have the seal of God 
an their foreheads ; and thus are preserved, by virtue of that seal, 
against all the power of the wicked one.” 

y4 *“* They shall lay hands on the sick.’ By the sick, itis very plain, 
are here meant, not only the bodily, but the spiritually sick, or such 
as are diseased in their souls through sin.” 

95. ** All mankind are by nature spiritually stck, and can only be re- 
stored to health by the laying on of the hands of a true and effectual 
faith in Jesus Christ.” 
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DESULTORY THOUGHTS. 


THE JEWS. 


In the 13th chapter of the Gospel by Mark, in the 30th verse, are 
these words: “ Verily I say unto you that this generation shall not 
pass away, till all these things be done.” 

“ These words, which refer to the preservation of the Jews as a dis- 
tinct race of men till after the end of the first Christian church, have 
been wonderfully fulfilled. How much longer this standing ‘ mira- 
cle (that of a people scattered among all other nations, and _ still 
preserving a distinct existence—which has already astonished the 
world for eighteen centuries,) may be continued, it is impossible to 
predict : but how grateful should we be for the indisputable evidence 
which is thus afforded us of the truth of the most general facts of the 
Bible history! Many other nations, once far more populous and 
powerful, have disappeared from the face of the earth. The four 
mighty empires of antiquity, the Assyrian, the Persian, the Gre- 


* Even though they drink the doctrines of universal salvation, and justification 
by faith alone.—Ep. 
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cian, and Roman, have long since vanished from the globe; and 
though the memory of them is preserved in history, yet as some 
of them have left but few plain monuments of their existence, there 
might have been some room to doubt it, had the natural man felt 
interested in raising such a doubt, in consequence of finding a belief 
in their existence at variance with his passions and prejudices. A 
belief in the history of the Jews is opposed to these passions and 
prejudices; and happy would the natural man be could he find any 
pretence for treating it as a fiction. But, lo! the Jews themselves 
are before his eyes, and present an evidence which it is impossible 
to reason away. And no doubt the Jews will continue to be pre- 
served, for the sake of affording this evidence, till men’s minds be- 
come so enlightened as to enable them to see the divinity of the 
Word by its own inherent light, and they no longer require external 
arguments to prove it. What a merciful Providence then it is that 
the Jews should thus be preserved ; and what omniscience is display- 
ed in the prediction that they should be so! This generation shall 
not pass away till all these things be done ;”—the Jews shall not be 
amalgamated with other nations, till a church is established which does 
not require their testimony.—{ London Intell. Rep.| 


JUEL’S PROPHECY. 


“ This is that which was spoken by the prophet Joel: And it shall 
come to pass in THE LAST DAYS, saith God, that I will pour out 
of my spirit upon all flesh: and your sons and your daughters shall 
prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men 
shall dream dreams : and on my servants and on my handmaidens will 
I pour out in those days of my spirit, and they shall prophesy : and 
I will show wonders in heaven above, and signs in the earth beneath ; 
blood, and fire, and vapour of smoke: The sun shall be turned into 
darkness, and the moon into blood, before that great and notable day 
of the Lord come.” Acts, ii. 16 to 20. 

This application of the prediction in Joel, ii. 28 to 31, (which seems 
to speak of the end of the world,) to the end of the Jewish and com- 
mencement of the Christian dispensation, fully demonstrates the true 
design of such passages, wherever they occur in the prophetic Word. 
But although it is thus certain, on the authority of the apostle Peter, that 
this prediction received a fulfilment at that time, that is, in the lasé 
days of the Jewish church, yet it is not to be limited to that period 
alone. It must again be accomplished, if ever such last days should 
again ovcur, and that such Jast days would again occur, is pre- 
dicted in the gospels, and perpetually adverted to in the writings 
of the apostles. It was fulfilled in the time of the apostles by the 
illumination which a few individuals received, enabling them to de- 
clare that the time for its fulfilment had arrived ; and if ever the great 
events foretold in the 24th of Matthew, and in the Revelation through- 
out, are to take place, how is the date of their arrival to be made 
known, but by similar means? Is it not thus that the Lord announced 
all the former dispensations of his mercy to mankind? Did he not, on 
every such occasion, make it known by enlightening the mind ef seme 
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chosen messenger or messengers, sometimes one and sometimes more, 
and commissioning them to declare the great event ? And how can the 
last of these great events be ennounced but by similar means?’ ‘This 
is the reasonable, the natural, yea, the necessary order of the proceed- 
ings of Providence on such occasions; and they who deny the possi- 
bility, or even question the probability, of such an occurrence, would, 
it is to be feared, had they lived in the time when the Lord came in 
person into the world, have been found among those who denied Him 
Himselt.—{ Ibid. | 


ST. STEPHEN. 


“ But he, being full of the Holy Ghost, looked up steadfastly into 
heaven, and saw the glory of God, and the Son of Man standing on 
the right hand of God, and said, Behold I see the heavens opened, 
and the Son of Man standing on the right hand of God.”  Acets v. 
ii. 55, 56. 

By this account of the divine vision with which Stephen was favour- 
ed dnd supported at his martyrdom, we are not to understand that Je- 
sus appeared as one person, and God as another ; but this ianguage is 
such as a person filled with the Holy Spirit, as Stephen is said to have 
been, must necessarily use in describing the appearance of the Lord in 
the glory of His omnipotence. For the Holy Spirit always speaks in 
the language of correspondences ; and in this language the term 
“ hand” denotes power, and “ the right hand of God,” divine omnipo- 
tence : so that these words, instead of implying that there are more 
Gods than one, mean, in reality, that there is one alone, and that this 
one God is the Lord Jesus Christ, for that to him belongs all divine 
omnipotence. This is evident from the martyr’s dying words, which 
he addressed to the Lord alone, saying, “ Lord Jesus, receive my spi- 
rit ;” — 59 :] which he would hardly have done had he beheld an- 
other Divine Being of superior glory. If, then, this happy martyr could 
trust his spirit in the hands of the Lord Jesus, what infidelity must it be 
in. us to dream of needing the protection of any other.—{ /dzd. | 


PRAYER. 


Although the essence of prayer consists in the turning of the interiors 
towards the Lord, yet there is great reason to doubt whether the inte- 
riors are thus turned to Him, if no corresponding impulse is ever felt in 
the external. Whatever is really within, will take every suitable op- 
portunity of manifesting itself without : of course, if the interiors of the 
mind are really engaged in prayer, they will also determine the exter- 
nal to bring it into words and gestures. Internal prayer that never, or 
but seldom, and that reluctantly, comes into an external form, will soon 
vanish from the mind:—appropriate outward expression is necessary 
to give it fixity and permanence.—f Ibid. | 


SOLOMON’S WIVES AND CONCUBINES. 


Had Solomon been a man of the internal Church, it would have 
been the deepest wickedness in him to have acted in this manner: and 
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this circumstance may alone suffice to prove, that the Jewish Church 
never was a real Church, but only the representative of one. Fora 
Christian to have more wives than one, or to be unfaithful in the mar- 
riage state, is a most atrocious crime : and the case was the same in the 
Churches prior to the Jewish, which were real internal Churches: but 
among the Jewish patriarchs and kings we find a plurality of wives to 
have been frequent; which was, because they were merely external 
men, whose state would have been worse without this permission than 
with it. A further reason was, because by means of this permission, 
all the distinct principles which enter into the composition of a Church 
could be more fully represented.—[ Ibid. | 


WILL AND UNDERSTANDING. 


“ One witness shall not rise up against any man for any iniquity, 
or for any sin, in any sin that he committeth: at the mouth of 
two witnesses, or at the mouth of three witnesses, shall-the matter be 
established.” Deut. xix. 15. 

The meaning of this is, that no one is condemned irrevocably to 
hell, whose sin proceeds from a mistaken understanding, not grounded 
in an evil will ; nor even if it praceeds from an unreformed will, but it 
is not sanctioned by the consent ofthe understanding. For so long as 
either of these faculties is unseduced, there is hope of reformation. But 
when the two witnesses agree, when the will suggests evil, and the un- 
derstanding confirms it;—and especially when the third witness—the 
habit of life—combines its suffrage :—the testimony is conclusive ; and 
condemnation must be the result.—[ /bzd.] 


HEART AND LUNGS. 


How beautiful is the correspondence of the heart and lungs, toge- 
ther with their action and re-action in man, as they image forth and 
represent the state of two conjugial partners, who, by their reciprocal 
affectionate communications, preserve and increase the power and 
perfection of each others love! For as the lungs receive life and ani- 
mation from their connexion with the heart, so, the man (who, as be- 
ing principled in understanding, corresponds to the lungs) receives the 
wile’s love, (whose correspondence is the heart,) and is by, and ac- 
cording to, such reception, vivified, and replenished with fresh powers 
and activities, whereby he reacts and communicates back to her an 
increase of felicity. ‘Thus they mutually live in, by, and for each 
other, and unitedly to the Lord, the true source and centre of all pure 
affection. 

There is a manifest correspondence between the corporeal and 
mental states of man, in connexion with the Divine Providence and 
man’s operation as a free-agent. All disorder and disease, both of 
mind and body, are subject to the same laws of Divine Order. Man, 
in each case, is the deputed instrument by which spiritual and natural, 
or physical maladies, are subdued and removed : yet, be it remem- 
bered, he is merely the instrument in the hands of Omnipotence and 
infinite mercy—without any, the least power or capability in and 
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from himself, to effect in the smallest degree the removal of evils, 


either mental or bodily ; and yet, it is necessary that, in both cases, he 
should act as if that power were inherently his own, and every thing 
depended on his own individual exertions; for, although whatever is 
to be, (with regard to man and in respect to time, ) that is, with the 
Divine Omniscience of the Lord; still, prescience does by no means 
supercede, or interfere with, the free will given to man; for, if it were 
so, man would no longer be accountable for his actions, and indeed, 
would cease to be an intelligent or rational being.—| Ibid. | 


‘ 


APPEARANCES IN NATURE SPIRITUALIZED. 


The sun’s path in the heavens may be understood to represent 
the progressive states of the regenerating mind. ‘The period that im- 
mediately precedes sun-rise, wiil denote the first dawning of truth in 
the intellect ;—the aurora of nature, consisting only of feeble rays of 
light, possessing little or no vivifying power, being as yet devoid of 
heat ; but as the sun ascends above’ the horizon, and advances towards 
the theridian, heat, in conjunction with light, is imparted,—the whole 
world of nature is invigorated by their united influence, and every 
thing, according to its nature and qyality, receives new life and flou- 
rishes. This period represents the-more advanced stages of regenera- 
tion, when the affections, being elevated above corporeal and worldly 
objects, become receptive of the heat of heaven, that is, of divine and 
heavenly love, which giving life to the truths received into the intel- 
lectual principle, the spiritual man, renewed and vivified under the 
combined influence of good and truth, advances, as it were, to ¢/s me- 
ridian, or most elevated state ; whence it again descends and purifies 
all the natural, sensual, and corporeal principles of (ve mind, even to 
the very ultimates of the body; reducing them to one harmonious 
whole, according to an orderly arrangement and subordination of de- 
grees; by which process man is ultimately conjoined with the Lord ; 
and this heavenly sun operating universally into the microcosm, or 
regenerated system of the human mind, renders it rich in the variegated 
blossoms of good desires, and fruitful in all good uses and labours of 


love.—[ Ibid. ] 
a oe 
TO “ M.” 
WHO PROPOSED TWO QUERIES IN NO. 10), p. 322. 


Dear Sin—If you have been a regular reader of this publication, 
you must be already aware that all names, in the Worp, have a spiri- 
tual signification, relating to principles and states, applying to the 
Lord, the Church, the Worp, and every individual man. By states, 
we mean different degrees of goodness in the will, or different degrees 
of illumination in the understanding. Although such states are infinite 
in number, yet they are all comprised and included in three general 
discrete degrees, denominated natural, spiritual, and celestial, corres- 
ponding to the three heavens, to the three senses of the Worp, and, in 











SPIRITUAL GENEALOGIES. 383 














short, to the ¢riune character of every thing in the universe, whether 


spiritual or material. 3 

Keeping this fact in view, a regular succession of names, in form of 
a genealogy, will be seen to imply a regular succession of states, 
from higher to lower, or vice versa, as the case may be. Such is the 
case with the genealogy from Adam to Noah, as recorded in the fifth 
chapter of Genesis, describing the gradual declension of the Most An- 
cient Church from a celestial, through the spiritual, down to a natural 
State. 

Matthew begins his Gospel thus, “ The book of the generation of 
Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham ;” which means, 
in the internal sense, the descent of Divine Truth from the highest to 
the lowest degree in the assumed humanity of the Lord, in the church 
collectively, and in the mind of every individual man in the com- 
mencement of regeneration. Thus, that the Word, throughout, treats 
of the spiritual productions of faith and love derived from the Lord. 
These productions are subsequently enumerated under various names 
expressive of their qualities. From Abraham to David, are included 
those appertaining to the celestial degree ; from David to Josias, those 
appertaining to the spiritual degree, which terminates by the Babylonish 
captivity ; the remainder, those appertaining to the natural degree, 
That the spiritual productions of faith and love, derived from the 
Lord, in each of these degrees, are most holy, is manifest from the ap- 
plication to each of them of the number fourteen, which being twice 
seven, signifies what is holy. [See No. 1l—page 350.]| 

Thus Matthew has described the descent or manifestation of the 
Divine Truth, and its results in the human mind. But let it be noted 
that each of the four Evangelists had a different and distinct office as- 
signed him, as may be seen in Missionary No. 6, p. 172. It was the 
province of Matthew, who signifies a gift, to show the incarnation of 
our Lord, the institution of the church, the gift of the Worp, and the 
manifestation of Divine Truth to the soul. But it was the office of 
Luke, who signifies arising to Him, to show the ascent of Divine 
Truth, in the glorification of our Lord’s humanity, whereby it arose to 
and was united with, the essential divinity ; its causing the church to 
become spiritual, through the quickening power of the Worp, and 
thereby establishing conjunction between the Lord and man. 

From this striking difference between the two Evangelists, and the 
distinct offices assigned them by the Spirit of Inspiration, we may learn 
the reason of that literal disagreement in the two Genealogies alluded 
to in your communication: Matthew’s descending from Abraham to 
Christ, and Luke’s ascending from Christ to Adam. To understand 
them /iterally is out of the question ; for Christ is not literally the son 
of David; nor is David, literally speaking, the son of Abraham. 
David, it is true, was the descendant of Abraham, but not his son. 
And that Christ was not the son ‘of David, in the sense we have been 
accustomed to consider him, is proved by his own words: “ And 
Jesus answered and said, while he taught in the temple, How say the 
scribes that Christ is the son of David? For David himself said, by 
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the Holy Ghost, Jehovah said to my Lord, sit thou on my right hand 
till I make thine enemies thy footstool. David therefore himself called 
him Lord, and whence is he his son.” Mark xii. 35—37. 

Christ was the Word made flesh, consequently the Divine Truth in 
ultimates,or in its lowest degree. For “ the Word is Divine Truth, and 
the Word was made flesh and dwelt among us.” But this Divine 
Truth, ir its descent from God, or from its highest principles, must ne- 
cessarily pass through various accommodated states, before it can be 
manifested in the world. Divine Truth, in itself, is always one and 
the same ; but it presents itself, to the several orders of inte lligences, 
in states of accommodation ; : that i is, veiled, according to the degrees of 
their intelligence. Thus Truth, as presented to the angels of the third 
or highest heaven, may be called celestial ; as presented to the angels 
of the second or middle heaven, spiritual ; and as presented to the 
angels of the first or lowest heaven, celestial-natural, and spiritual- 
natural ; and as presented to men on earth, merely natural. Yet 
men here on earth are capable of having their minds so elevated as to 
perceive truth in all these various degrees, and this is effected by rege- 
neration. 

Matthew, as we have shown, describes, in series, the gradual de- 
scent of Divine Truth, from highest to lowest principles—from God 
himself, into the very ultimates of His creation ; ; where, taking to itself 
(in the ‘womb of the Virgin) the natural principles, it was born into the 
world. Thus “ the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us :” But 
Luke describes its ascent, or return to first principles, in the glorifica- 
tion of the human nature, which thereby became divine, and one with 
the Father. “ Iam come forth from the Father, and am come into 
the world ; again, I leave the world, and I go to the Father.” John 
xvi. 28. The ascent of the Divine Truth is marked by more minute 
grades or degrees of difference than its descent ; this will account for 
their being forty generations from David to Christ in the genealogy of 
Luke, while in Matthew there are only twenty-eight. That the quali- 
ties of the various states, in the ascending, are somewhat different from 
those in the descending scale, may also be inferred from a series of 
names in Luke, which are not found in Matthew. 

With respect to your second query, the sojourning of the Israelites 
in Egypt is reckoned as four bundred and thirty years, for the sake of 
the internal sense, because this number implies temptations, which 
were represented by the bondage of the children of Israel in Egypt. It 
is also strictly true in the Literal sense, if we reckon from the time of 
Abram’s sojourning therein. 


—aa 


ERRATA. 
No. 4, p. 120, line 4, from bottom, for “ triumphal,” read “ triumphant.” 
No. 6, page 171, line 8, from the bottom, for “ or charity and our faith,” read 
“¢ our charity,” &c. Page 174, line 5, from top, for “ lay hold on truth,” read 
$ Jay hold on that mercy of the Lord,” &c. 
No. 8, p. 239, last line of Dr. Cabell’s letter, for “ communion,” read “ domt- 
nion.” 

















